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D E S I G N  W I T H I N  R E A C H  P R E S E N T S 

F U R N I S H I N G  U TO P I A  3 . 0

Design Within Reach presents the third year  
of Furnishing Utopia as the collective opens 
up a new dialogue intended to transcend 
Shaker aesthetics. 26 international design 
studios were asked to explore the virtues of  
focused work and cleanliness that the Shakers  
deeply regarded as a path to enlightenment. 
This new installment features a curation  
of 50+ objects that explore a more virtuous  
way of living through ritualizing the everyday  
mundane, while engaging designers and  
viewers in a dialogue to reexamine our con- 
cepts of chores and the tools related to  
them. More broadly, Hands to Work proposes  
a renewed sense of engagement between 
humans, objects and their environment by 
activating viewers’ senses and contemporary  
attitudes toward everyday chores.
 Furnishing Utopia is a design collective led  
by Studio Gorm, Ladies & Gentlemen Studio  
and Christopher Specce, as well as an ongoing  
investigation into how designed objects  
can engage with the pursuit of a more perfect  
way of life, in ways big and small.

E X H I B I T I O N  D AT E S : 
May 19–22 

E X H I B I T I O N  H O U R S : 
Saturday–Sunday 
10am–6pm
Monday–Tuesday  
9am–5pm

E X H I B I T I O N  L O C AT I O N :
158 Mercer St.
New York, NY 10012 
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Words by Christopher Specce 

T H E  U TO P I A N  I D E A L

Utopian experiments speculate a holistic 
integration of society to create a perfect 
world. Many attempts have been made 
to realize this dream within distinct 
communities, gathering under a banner 
of government, religion, economics and 
many other organizing belief structures. 
One of the most successful attempts to 
realize a utopian ideal was the Shakers. It 
could be argued that the sect’s success 
was in part related to their pursuit of 
perfection connecting the spiritual with 
the practical. Their aspiration to create 
heaven on earth rested on a foundation 
of clean floors, well-tended gardens and 
devotional work – each chore putting 
them closer to their God.

C H O R E S

It takes persistent, diligent effort to 
maintain the intended condition of the 

constructed world. Throughout human 
history, countless solutions have been 
proposed to relieve the pains associated 
with these tasks. Just as the earliest 
forms of brushes and brooms are the 
predecessors of the elaborate vacuum 
cleaners of today, humanity has created 
and reimagined these types of utilitarian 
objects in order to provoke or adapt to 
changes in how we live, technological 
advances and broader cultural shifts. 
 Chores are conventionally understood 
as tedious, burdensome work to be 
avoided, but these activities can also 
have an association with mindful rituals 
that have a zen-like potential for clearing 
one’s mind, connecting with one’s body 
and confronting the indifference of the 
natural world. Sweeping a floor clean 
or chopping and stacking firewood can 
represent both compulsory, onerous 
drudgery and an authentic, meditative 
experience. For designers, the objects 
that enable effective performance of 
chores can be an opportunity to engage 
with either the easing of burdens or 
the potential of a ritualistic practice, or 
both, while celebrating beauty through 
utilitarian objects.
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Christopher Specce is a designer and teacher  
working in Providence, Rhode Island. His 
practice spans from commercially oriented 
product design to creating experimental, 
one-of-a-kind objects. In addition to serving 
as associate professor in the Department 
of Furniture Design at Rhode Island School 
of Design, his professional experiences 
include projects across the furniture and 
consumer product industries. With a belief 
that designed objects make an important 
contribution to culture, Specce explores the 
various ways designers can imbue objects 
with meaning.

Christopher 
Specce

Providence, RI
christopherspecce.com

1 U
L

T
R

A
 S

E
R

IE
S

: 
B

R
O

O
M

, 
M

O
P

, 
D

U
S

T
E

R
B

ro
o

m
: 

C
a

rb
o

n
 f

ib
e

r,
 b

ro
o

m
 

c
o

rn
, 

tw
in

e
.

5
4

" 
×

 3
" 

×
 1

0
"

M
o

p
: 

C
a

rb
o

n
 f

ib
e

r,
 c

o
tt

o
n

 y
a

rn
, 

tw
in

e
.

6
5

" 
×

 4
"

D
u

st
e

r:
 C

a
rb

o
n

 f
ib

e
r,

 o
st

ri
c

h
 

fe
a

th
e

rs
.

14
" 

×
 1

0
"

Tr
a

d
it

io
n

a
l h

o
u

se
h

o
ld

 c
le

a
n

in
g

 
to

o
ls

 –
 a

 c
o

rn
 b

ro
o

m
, 

a
 c

o
tt

o
n

 
m

o
p

 a
n

d
 a

 f
e

a
th

e
r 

d
u

st
e

r 
– 

a
re

 
u

p
g

ra
d

e
d

 w
it

h
 e

x
tr

a
o

rd
in

a
ri

ly
 

li
g

h
tw

e
ig

h
t 

a
n

d
 d

u
ra

b
le

 c
a

rb
o

n
 

fi
b

e
r 

h
a

n
d

le
s.

 C
o

n
tr

a
st

in
g

 w
it

h
 

th
e

 t
y

p
ic

a
l,

 n
a

tu
ra

l m
a

te
ri

a
ls

 
a

ss
o

c
ia

te
d

 w
it

h
 t

h
e

se
 t

o
o

ls
, 

th
e 

h
ig

h
ly

 e
n

g
in

e
e

re
d

 s
y

n
th

e
ti

c
 c

a
r -

b
o

n
 f

ib
e

r 
h

in
ts

 a
t 

th
e

 p
o

te
n

ti
a

l 

fo
r 

e
n

h
a

n
c

e
d

 p
e

rf
o

rm
a

n
c

e
. 

H
o

w
e

ve
r,

 u
se

rs
 m

ig
h

t 
b

e
 d

is
-

a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 (

o
r 

p
e

rh
a

p
s 

re
li

e
ve

d
) 

to
 f

in
d

 t
h

e
se

 t
o

o
ls

 t
o

 b
e

 q
u

it
e 

o
rd

in
a

ry
 t

o
 u

se
.

2 H
A

N
D

Y
 S

H
O

V
E

L
O

a
k

, 
p

o
ly

e
th

y
le

n
e

.
1

8
" 

×
 3

" 
×

 4
5

"

T
h

e
 H

a
n

d
y 

S
h

o
ve

l o
ff

e
rs

 f
a

m
il
ia

r 
u

ti
li

ty
 in

 a
 f

a
m

il
ia

r 
p

a
c

k
a

g
e

. 
F

o
ll

o
w

in
g

 in
 t

h
e

 r
e

li
a

b
le

 p
a

tt
e

rn
 

o
f 

c
o

m
m

o
n

 m
a

ss
-p

ro
d

u
c

e
d

 
m

o
d

e
ls

, 
th

e
 ic

o
n

ic
 q

u
a

li
ti

e
s 

o
f 

a 
sn

o
w

 s
h

o
ve

l a
re

 p
re

se
rv

e
d

 w
h

il
e 

th
e

 d
e

ta
il

s 
a

n
d

 f
o

rm
 a

re
 r

e
fi

n
e

d
, 

e
n

c
o

u
ra

g
in

g
 p

ri
d

e
 in

 o
n

e’
s 

w
o

rk
, 

a
p

p
re

c
ia

ti
o

n
 f

o
r 

th
e

 t
o

o
l a

n
d

 t
h

e 
p

o
te

n
ti

a
l t

o
 e

xp
e

ri
e

n
c

e
 b

e
a

u
ty

 
w

h
il

e
 s

h
o

ve
li
n

g
 s

n
o

w
.

21



6 7

1 V
A

R
IO

U
S

 H
A

N
D

L
E

S
B

ra
ss

.
V

a
ri

o
u

s 
d

im
e

n
si

o
n

s 

H
a

n
d

le
s 

e
n

ri
c

h
 o

u
r 

e
n

v
ir

o
n

-  
m

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 in
c

re
a

se
 a

c
c

e
ss

ib
il

-
it

y.
 T

h
e

 S
h

a
ke

rs
 w

e
n

t 
to

 g
re

a
t 

le
n

g
th

s 
to

 a
lt

e
r 

a
n

d
 im

p
ro

ve
 

th
e

ir
 la

n
d

sc
a

p
e

, 
in

 p
a

rt
 b

y 
g

ra
d

in
g

 la
n

d
 a

n
d

 p
a
v

in
g

 s
id

e
-

w
a

lk
s.

 T
h

is
 s

e
ri

e
s 

o
f 

h
a

n
d

le
s 

fo
ll

o
w

s 
th

is
 s

p
ir

it
 o

f 
re

fi
n

e
m

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 a
tt

e
n

ti
ve

n
e

ss
.

2 G
L

A
S

S
 W

A
T

E
R

IN
G

 C
A

N
G

la
ss

.
13

" 
×

 6
.2

5
" 

×
 6

.5
"

It
 is

 n
o

t 
u

n
c

o
m

m
o

n
 f

o
r 

o
th

e
r 

ve
ss

e
ls

 t
o

 b
e

 u
se

d
 t

o
 w

a
te

r 
p

la
n

ts
, 

ye
t 

th
e

 p
re

c
is

e
 s

p
o

u
t 

o
f 

a 
w

a
te

ri
n

g
 c

a
n

 m
a

ke
s 

it
 s

u
p

e
ri

o
r.

 
T

h
e

 t
ra

n
sp

a
re

n
c

y 
o

f 
th

e
 G

la
ss

 
W

a
te

ri
n

g
 C

a
n

 a
ll

o
w

s 
th

e
 u

se
r 

to
 

se
e

 t
h

e
 w

a
te

rl
in

e
, 

a
ll

o
w

in
g

 p
la

n
ts

 
to

 b
e

 w
a

te
re

d
 in

 a
 f

o
c

u
se

d
 a

n
d

 
p

re
c

is
e

 m
a

n
n

e
r.

Daniel Castillo is a New York-based industrial  
designer and a graduate of the Rhode Island  
School of Design. Castillo’s projects often  
start as a reaction to observing an object‘s  
peculiar use or construction. These observa- 
tions are documented through forthright 
photographs. He develops his designs 
through comprehensive drawings and full-
scale prototypes, each one yielding a logic 
to the design. Castillo works with industry 
to refine and question ubiquitous objects.

Daniel Castillo

New York, NY
daniel-castillo.com
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Rachel Griffin
Rotterdam, Netherlands
earnestly.org

Earnest Studio was founded by American-
born, Netherlands-based designer Rachel 
Griffin. Its work applies themes of mod-
ularity and multiplicity to a spectrum of 
projects—ranging from theory to serial 
productions—following a fascination for 
simple, flexible structures with a forthright 
attitude toward material.

Earnest Studio 
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Darin Montgomery
Seattle, WA
findesignshop.com

Darin Montgomery is a furniture and prod-
uct designer living in Seattle, Washington. 
He founded urbancase in 2008, centered 
on the philosophy that objects and spaces 
should contribute to a simpler, pared-back 
lifestyle. Projects range from residential  
and commercial furniture to product design.  
Clients include Nike, Starbucks and Teavana.  
In 2016, urbancase partnered with Seattle-
based Graypants to develop a contract  
and hospitality furniture line. Montgomery 
introduced Fin, a residential furniture and  
home product design firm, in 2017.

Fin
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ll
 s

p
ri

n
g

, 
w

a
s 

n
o

t 
d

e
ve

lo
p

e
d

 u
n

ti
l m

o
re

 t
h

a
n

 a
 c

e
n

-
tu

ry
 la

te
r.

 T
o

 t
h

is
 d

a
y 

th
e

 c
lo

th
e

s 
p

e
g

 d
e

si
g

n
 h

a
s 

n
o

t 
b

e
e

n
 it

e
ra

te
d

 
o

n
 e

xc
e

p
t 

to
 in

c
lu

d
e

 p
la

st
ic

 in
 it

s 
m

a
te

ri
a

ls
 li

st
. 

T
h

is
 c

lo
th

e
s 

p
e

g
’s

 
m

o
d

if
ie

d
 f

o
rm

 e
n

h
a

n
c

e
s 

it
s 

o
ri

g
-

in
a

l s
in

g
u

la
r 

p
u

rp
o

se
 b

y 
a

d
d

in
g

 
a

n
 a

d
d

it
io

n
a

l f
u

n
c

ti
o

n
 in

 t
h

a
t 

it
 

c
a

n
 b

e
 u

se
d

 t
o

 d
is

p
la

y 
p

ic
tu

re
s,

 
a

c
ti

n
g

 a
s 

a
n

 in
fo

rm
a

l f
ra

m
e

.

2 C
O

M
P

A
S

S
 F

O
L

D
IN

G
 C

H
A

IR
A

sh
.
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×
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9
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×
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 f

o
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 c
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o
ri

g
in
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e

s 
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o
m

 
th

e 
n

e
ce

ss
it

y 
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r 
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p
e
rm
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e
n
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se
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in

g
 f

o
r 
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e
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al
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cc
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io

n
s.

 
W

h
ile

 im
p

e
rm

an
e
n

ce
 o

ft
e
n

 g
e
ts

 a
 

b
ad

 n
am

e 
in

 d
e

si
g

n
, w

h
e
n

 r
e
la

te
d

 
to

 e
xp

e
ri

e
n

ce
s 

it
 t

ak
e

s 
o

n
 a

 m
o

re
 

n
u

an
ce

d
 m

e
an

in
g

. F
o

ld
in

g
 c

h
ai

rs
 

ar
e 

o
ft

e
n

 u
se

d
 f

o
r 

so
m

e 
o

f 
th

e 
m

o
st

 s
ig

n
ifi

c
an

t 
m

o
m

e
n

ts
 in

 li
fe

, 
w

h
e
th

e
r 

th
at

 b
e 

a 
g

ra
d

u
at

io
n

 o
r 

w
e

d
d

in
g

, w
h

e
re

 e
ve

ry
o

n
e 

c
an

 
co

m
e 

to
g

e
th

e
r 

to
 h

e
lp

 p
ac

k 
u

p
 

th
e 

sp
ac

e 
an

d
 s

av
o

r 
a 

fe
w

 m
o

re
 

m
o

m
e
n

ts
 t

o
g

e
th

e
r.

 T
h

e 
co

n
ce

p
t 

w
as

 t
o

 d
e

si
g

n
 a

 n
e

at
, c

o
m

fo
rt

ab
le

 
fo

ld
in

g
 c

h
ai

r 
th

at
 is

 e
as

y 
to

 d
e
p

lo
y 

an
d

 b
e

au
ti

fu
l i

n
 it

s 
fo

ld
e

d
 s

ta
te

 s
o

 
th

at
 it

 c
an

 b
e 

h
u

n
g

 o
r 

d
is

p
la

ye
d

.

3 T
O

A
S

T
 T

O
N

G
A

sh
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e

e
l.

1.
4
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×
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×
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"

T
h

e
 a

c
t 

o
f 

sh
a

ri
n

g
 a

 m
e

a
l i

s 
w

e
ll 

k
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o
w

n
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o
 e

ve
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 c
u

lt
u

re
, 

o
ft

e
n

 
e

q
u

a
te

d
 w

it
h
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o

n
d

 m
e

m
o

ri
e

s 
th

a
t 

re
k

in
d

le
 t

h
e

 s
e

n
se

s 
a

n
d

 
e

n
c

o
u

ra
g

e
 r

e
m

in
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c
in

g
 o

f 
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e
-

c
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l m
o

m
e

n
ts

 w
it

h
 lo

ve
d

 o
n

e
s.

 
A

m
o

n
g
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h

e
 a

c
ts
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ft

e
n

 u
n

n
o

ti
c

e
d

 
in
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 s

u
c

c
e
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fu

l m
e

a
l a
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 t

h
e 

u
n

c
o

m
p
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c

a
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d
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e
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u
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 o
f 

se
rv

-
in

g
 f

o
o

d
, 

a
n

d
 t

o
n

g
s 

re
p

re
se

n
t 

th
e 

h
a

n
d
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h

e
n

 y
o

u
 h

e
lp

 t
o

 s
e

rv
e

 o
n

e 
a

n
o

th
e

r.
 C

o
n

n
e

c
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n
g

 t
h

e
 f

o
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f 

a
 c

o
m

p
a
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n
d
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h

e
 in

g
e

n
u

it
y 

o
f 

a 
si

m
p

le
 le

ve
r,

 t
h

is
 t

o
n

g
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 d
e

c
e

p
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 in
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o

n
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u

o
u
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o

n
 a

n
y 

d
in

n
e

r 
ta

b
le

.

Gabriel Tan is a designer who enjoys work-
ing across the boundaries of craft, culture 
and technology. Often exploring new 
ways to interpret luxury and the breaking 
of archetypes, Gabriel Tan Studio works 
on product design and creative direction 
for international clients including The 
Warehouse Hotel, Design Within Reach, 
Conran, Ishinomaki Lab and Ariake. As 
a co-founder of the design collective 
Outofstock, he has designed furniture and 
products for Ligne Roset, Ekobo, Industry 
Plus and Bla Station.

Gabriel Tan

Singapore
gabriel-tan.com
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 c
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 d
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h
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o
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p
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h
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g
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a
c
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w

h
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h
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b
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n

g
 –
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u

n
d
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, 

d
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h
e
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o
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in
g

 
re

c
yc

lin
g
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 d
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n
t 
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s,
 e
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. 

H
av

in
g

 t
h

e
 p

ro
p

e
r 
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o
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, 
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e
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 d
e

d
i -

c
a

te
d
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a

p
e

r 
b

in
 in

 t
h

e
 o

ff
ic

e,
 m

a
ke

s 
th

e
se

 c
h

o
re

s 
th

a
t 

m
u

c
h

 m
o

re
 e

n
jo

y -
a

b
le

. 
I 

w
a

s 
d

ra
w

n
 t

o
 t

h
e
 c

o
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a

b
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c 
m

a
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a
l b

e
c

a
u

se
 o

f 
it

s 
n

a
tu

ra
l l

o
o
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a

n
d
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s 

p
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p
e
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s.
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o
 b

e
tt

e
r 

c
o

n
tr

o
l 
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e
 s

h
a

p
e
 o

f 
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e
 p

a
p

e
r 

b
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, 
w

o
o

d
e

n
 

sp
lin

e
s 

w
e

re
 in

se
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e
d
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 t

h
e
 t

o
p

 a
n

d
 

b
o

tt
o

m
, 

g
iv

in
g

 it
 a

 p
e

rf
e

c
tl

y 
ro

u
n

d
 

fo
o

tp
ri

n
t,

 a
n

d
 w

h
il
e
 s

e
e

n
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
si

d
e
 it

 h
a

s 
a
 s

o
ft

e
r 

a
n

d
 m

o
re

 t
ex

ti
le

 
c

h
a

ra
c

te
r.

 T
h

e
 h

a
n

d
le

 is
 a

 r
e

fe
re

n
c

e 
to

 S
h

a
ke

r 
b

u
c

ke
ts

 a
n

d
 b

a
sk

e
ts

.

Hallgeir Homstvedt holds a BA in Industrial 
Design and honors from Newcastle 
University in Australia. After completing his 
degree in 2006, Homstvedt went on to  
work for the pioneering design studio Norway  
Says before opening his own studio in 
2009. Homstvedt has exhibited his work in 
London, Tokyo, Oslo, New York and Milan 
and has since received a number of design 
awards. Working in fields of furniture, 
interior and product design, Homstvedt 
makes products that are tactile, interactive 
and that engage the observer’s curiosity. 
Among his clients are renowned Norwegian 
and international furniture manufacturers 
including Hem, Muuto, L.K. Hjelle and 
Established & Sons.

Hallgeir 
Homstvedt

Oslo, Norway
hallgeirhomstvedt.com
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n
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lie
r 

a
n

d
 P

e
te

 O
yl

e
r.

 T
h

e
ir

 
c

o
lla
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o

ra
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e
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h

a
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d
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p
p
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c
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o

n
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o
r 

h
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h
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u
a
li
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d

u
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a
l d

e
si

g
n

. 
T

h
e

ir
 w

o
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 f

o
rt

h
ri

g
h

t 
a

n
d

 p
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s 
p

a
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u
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r 

a
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e
n
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o

n
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o
 e

c
o

n
o

m
y 

o
f 

m
a

te
ri

a
l,

 e
ff

ic
ie

n
t 

p
ro

d
u

c
ti

o
n

 
a

n
d

 e
n

d
u

ri
n

g
 f

u
n

c
ti

o
n

.
 

H
a

n
g

 U
p

, 
a
 w

a
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-m
o

u
n

te
d
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st
e

m
 d

e
si

g
n

e
d

 f
o

r 
p

e
o

p
le

 o
f 

a
ll 

h
e

ig
h

ts
 –

 f
ro

m
 4

8
-i

n
c

h
 4

-y
e

a
r-

o
ld

s 
to

 7
8

-i
n

c
h

 4
0

-y
e

a
r-

o
ld

s 
– 

is
 

a
 c

o
n

te
m

p
o

ra
ry

 e
vo

lu
ti

o
n

 o
f 

th
e
 u

b
iq

u
it

o
u

s 
S

h
a
ke

r 
p

e
g

 r
a
il.

 
C

o
m

p
ri

se
d

 o
f 

w
o

o
d

 e
le

m
e

n
ts

 
a

n
d

 m
e

ta
l h

a
rd

w
a

re
, 

H
a

n
g

 U
p

 
b

ri
n

g
s 

th
in

g
s 

w
it

h
in

 r
e

a
c

h
 v

ia
 

th
re

e
 le

n
g

th
s 

o
f 

ve
rt

ic
a
l r

a
ils

, 
p

ro
vi

d
in

g
 a

n
 a

rr
ay

 o
f 

fl
ex

ib
le

 
h

a
n

g
in

g
 o

p
ti

o
n

s.

2 T
-S

H
IR

T
 F

O
L

D
E

R
A

lu
m

in
u

m
, 

fe
lt

.
U

n
fo

ld
e

d
: 

2
8

.5
" 

×
 2

3
.5

" 
×

 0
.5

" 
F

o
ld

e
d

:
1

0
" 

×
 2

3
.5

" 
×

 0
.5

"

A
n

 e
le

va
te

d
 v

er
si

o
n

 o
f 

th
e 

g
en

er
ic

 
T-

sh
ir

t 
fo

ld
er

. T
yp

ic
al

ly
 m

ad
e 

in
 

p
la

st
ic

 a
n

d
 a

va
ila

b
le

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 in
fo

-
m

er
ci

al
, T

-s
h

ir
t 

fo
ld

er
s 

al
lo

w
 f

o
r 

th
e 

p
re

ci
se

 f
o

ld
in

g
 o

f 
g

ar
m

en
ts

 e
ve

ry
 

ti
m

e.
 T

h
is

 v
er

si
o

n
 a

im
s 

to
 e

le
va

te
 

th
e 

ex
p

er
ie

n
ce

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 t
h

e 
u

se
 o

f 
fe

lt
 a

s 
a 

b
ac

ke
r 

an
d

 h
in

g
e 

m
ec

h
a
-

n
is

m
. A

 h
o

le
 a

llo
w

s 
th

e 
o

b
je

ct
 t

o
 

b
e 

h
u

n
g

 o
u

t 
in

 t
h

e 
o

p
en

, i
n
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d
 o

f 
st

o
re

d
 a

w
ay

 in
 t

h
e 

cl
o

se
t.

3 F
A

M
IL

Y
 B

R
U

S
H

E
S

O
a

k
, 

h
o

rs
e

h
a

ir
, 

m
a

g
n

e
ts

.
V

a
ri

o
u

s 
d

im
e

n
si

o
n

s

F
a

m
il

y 
B

ru
sh

e
s 

a
ll

o
w

 t
w

o
 p

e
o

p
le

 
to

 c
le

a
n

 u
p

 t
o

g
e

th
e

r.
 I

n
sp

ir
e

d
 

b
y 

e
x
p

e
ri

e
n

c
e

s 
a

t 
h

o
m

e
 w

it
h

 m
y 

2
-y

e
a

r-
o

ld
 d

a
u

g
h

te
r,

 e
a

c
h

 b
ru

sh
 

b
re

a
k

s 
a

p
a

rt
 in

to
 t

w
o

 p
ie

c
e

s,
 

tu
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in
g

 a
 n

o
rm

a
l c

h
o
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 a

 
sh

a
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d
 t

a
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 a
n

d
 le

a
rn

in
g

 e
x
p

e
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-
e

n
c

e
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 u

se
rs

. Henry Julier is an industrial designer based 
in New York City. His work is guided by a 
strong belief in design as a problem-solving 
tool, as a way of recognizing and forming 
relationships between ideas and reality, and 
as a method for improving the connections 
between people and the products they use.

Henry Julier

Brooklyn, NY
henryjulier.com
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n
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a
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n
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 c
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 t
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c
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 b
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.

Toronto, Canada
jamiewolfond.com

Jamie Wolfond is a Canadian designer 
based in Toronto and New York. Wolfond’s 
work explores the ways in which manufac-
turing can influence the design process. 
Often centered around one material or 
production method, the objects Wolfond 
designs expose new applications for pre- 
existing manufacturing techniques. 
Wolfond founded Good Thing in 2014.

Jamie Wolfond
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Born in Tokyo and raised in New England, 
Jonah Takagi received a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts from the Rhode Island School of Design 
in 2002. For several years he designed 
furniture that he built in a friend’s studio 
while also playing bass guitar, touring and 
recording with several indie rock bands. 
Takagi is the principle of Atelier Takagi, 
founded in 2009, and counts Hem, Roll and  
Hill, Kvadrat and La Chance among his clients.

Washington, DC
ateliertakagi.com
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Ladies & Gentlemen Studio is a multi-
faceted design studio based in Brooklyn, NY.  
The studio’s explorative spirit centers  
on the belief that thoughtfulness is driven by  
curiosity and wonderment. Their broad, 
iterative body of work ranges from designed 
objects to spatial experiences, each focused 
on the intersection of material, function  
and emotion. Their studio practice strives to  
embody a global design consciousness  
focused on the interconnectedness of objects,  
experiences and culture.

Ladies & 
Gentlemen 
Studio
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Jean Lee and Dylan Davis
Brooklyn, NY
ladiesandgentlemenstudio.com
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MSDS Studio produces design that engages  
contemporary culture while adhering to  
the abiding principles of good design and  
the inheritance of craftsmanship. Their  
work synthesizes considerations of material,  
form, space and brief into resolved works 
of interior, furniture and lighting design. This  
multidisciplinarity informs the resource-
fulness that is the hallmark of their practice.

MSDS Studio

Jessica Nakanishi  
and Jonathan Sabine
Toronto, Canada
msds-studio.ca
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Norm Architects was founded in 2008. 
Situated in the heart of Copenhagen, Norm  
works with residential architecture, com- 
mercial interiors, industrial design, photo-
graphy, graphics and art direction. Norm 
makes it a virtue to focus on quality, 
durability and timelessness. Norm strives  
to cut to the bone in their designs. To find 
the simplest shape for a given task without 
forgetting the beauty of the shape and  
the details, in order to reach a point where 
there is nothing to add and nothing to take 
away that can make the product better

Norm 
Architects

Jonas Bjerre-Poulsen, Kasper Rønn,  
Frederik Alexander Werner
Copenhagen, Denmark
normcph.com
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Ayako Takase and Cutter Hutton are the 
creative partners behind Observatory, 
a product and furniture design studio. 
Synthesizing their individual cultural 
influences and design sensibilities, their 
work balances innovation and poetic 
simplicity. Since founding their studio in 
2001, they’ve worked with such clients 
as Herman Miller, Keilhauer, Skyline 
Design and Proctor and Gamble to design 
thoughtful products that connect with 
their users. The two met as students at 
the Rhode Island School of Design, where 
both now teach in the Industrial Design 
and Furniture Design departments.

Observatory 

Ayako Takase and Cutter Hutton
Providence, RI
observatorydesign.com
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Clockwise from top left:
Various Handles by Daniel Castillo, Cooper 
Boxes by Vera & Kyte, Dish Rack by Studio 
Tolvanen, Candle Snuffer, Short by Pete Oyler, 
Wastenot Soap Tray and Bottle Holder by 
Ladies & Gentlemen Studio, All-Purpose Set 
by Sophie Lou Jacobsen, Mortar and Pestle 
Corian by Fin

Sound Brush Long by  
Ladies & Gentlemen Studio
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Left to right:
All-Purpose Set by Sophie Lou Jacobsen, 
Grommet Bin by MSDS Studio, Recess 
Modular Drawers by Earnest Studio, Glass 
Watering Can by Daniel Castillo, Sound 
Brushes by Ladies & Gentlemen Studio, 
Various Handles by Daniel Castillo, Family 
Brush by Henry Julier
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Clockwise from top right:
Hang Up by Henry Julier & Pete Oyler, 
Ultra Broom by Christopher Specce, 
Cork Basket by Hallgeir Homstvedt, 
Utility Stool by Norm Architects, Zokin  
Rag by Observatory, Round and Square  
Caddy by Studio Gorm, O.K. Bucket 
by Observatory, Decent Step Stool 
by MSDS Studio, Turned Kitchen Roll 
Holder by Stine Aas, Extra Hand by 
Studio Greiling

Vinyl and Paper Band 
Basket by Shigeki Fujishiro

34 35



36 37

J
U

G
U

n
g

la
ze

d
 e

a
rt

h
e

n
w

a
re

, 
c

o
rk

. 
12

" 
×

 1
0

.5
" 

×
 3

1.
5

"

F
re

sh
, 

d
ri

n
k

a
b

le
 w

a
te

r 
is

 s
ti

ll
 c

o
n

-
si

d
e

re
d

 a
 lu

xu
ry

 in
 m

o
st

 p
a

rt
s 

o
f 

th
e 

w
o

rl
d

, 
a

s 
w

e
ll

 a
s 

a
 c

h
o

re
 t

o
 r

e
tr

ie
ve

 
a

n
d

 f
il

te
r.

 M
a

jo
r 

c
o

rp
o

ra
ti

o
n

s 
h

a
ve

 
m

a
d

e
 t

h
e

 s
it

u
a

ti
o

n
 w

o
rs

e
, 

in
st

il
li

n
g

 a
 

d
is

tr
u

st
 o

f 
w

a
te

r 
sa

fe
ty

 a
n

d
 c

re
a

ti
n

g
 

a
 p

la
st

ic
 a

tr
o

c
it

y.
 D

ri
n

k
in

g
 s

a
fe

 w
a

te
r 

sh
o

u
ld

 n
o

t 
b

e
 c

o
n

si
d

e
re

d
 a

 lu
xu

ry
, 

m
u

c
h

 le
ss

 c
re

a
te

 a
n

 e
n

v
ir

o
n

m
e

n
ta

l 
d

is
a

st
e

r 
in

 t
h

e
 p

ro
c

e
ss

. 
O

u
r 

ty
p

o
lo

g
y 

e
va

lu
a

te
s 

th
e

 d
a

il
y 

ro
u

ti
n

e
 b

y 
u

si
n

g
 a

 
c

e
n

tu
ri

e
s-

o
ld

 p
ro

c
e

ss
 t

o
 k

e
e

p
 w

a
te

r 
c

o
o

l a
n

d
 c

le
a

n
. 

W
e

 p
ro

p
o

se
 a

 p
o

rt
a

-
b

le
 2

-l
it

e
r 

e
a

rt
h

e
n

w
a

re
 ju

g
 t

h
a

t 
w

il
l 

lo
w

e
r 

th
e

 w
a

te
r 

te
m

p
e

ra
tu

re
 1

3
°C

 in
 

o
n

e
 h

o
u

r,
 k

e
e

p
in

g
 it

 f
re

sh
 t

h
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

th
e

 d
a

y,
 a

n
d

 a
n

 a
c

ti
va

te
d

 c
h

a
rc

o
a

l t
o

 
re

m
o

ve
 t

o
x
in

s.

Shane Schneck
Stockholm, Sweden
officefordesign.se

Office for 
Design
Office for Design was founded in 2010 by  
American industrial designer Shane 
Schneck in Stockholm. The studio bridges 
the world of design and technology in a 
desire to challenge industry standards and 
discover new solutions to contemporary 
living, be it a plywood chair or next-
generation mobile device. The studio has 
been honored by Wallpaper magazine, 
International Forum Hannover and 
Guldstolen, as well as being collected by 
companies such as Google and Skype.
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Pat Kim is a New York-based designer/artist  
working primarily in objects, furniture 
and sculpture. His approach is defined by 
constant experimentation in materials and 
methods gleaned from traditional craft. 
His work is rooted in the philosophy of 
sculptural simplicity and enduring quality.

Pat Kim
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Pete Oyler is a product and furniture designer 
whose work explores the intersections of 
design, craft, contemporary culture and 
history. His studio practice emphasizes both 
traditional and experimental approaches to 
a wide range of materials and methods of 
production. Based in Chicago, Oyler is an 
Assistant Professor in Designed Objects at 
the Art Institute of Chicago.

Pete Oyler

Chicago, IL
peteoyler.com
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Shigeki Fujishiro left the acclaimed IDÉE Co  
Ltd in 2005 to found his own studio, Shigeki 
Fujishiro Design. He has been active in a 
broad range of areas, including interior 
products and exhibit installations. Fujishiro 
typically focuses on interior products and 
furniture, working hard to achieve designs 
that are extremely elementary and have 
universal appeal. Fujishiro has recently 
collaborated with such well-known brands 
as Hermès, Adidas and CAMPER, as well  
as producing his own self-initiated projects. 
Fujishiro was one of 16 designers who 
participated in 2016 in an international pro-
ject commemorating the 400th anniversary 
of Arita ware.
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Sophie Lou Jacobsen is a product designer 
whose work focuses on enhancing  
the enjoyment of everyday objects. Using 
design as a tool for analyzing modern 
rituals, she aims to alter perspectives, and 
ultimately mood, through her work. Having 
spent over a decade studying and working 
in both London and Paris, Jacobsen  
is now based in New York City, where she 
designs objects, graphics and spaces.
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Stine Aas is a furniture and spatial designer 
based in Bergen, Norway. Her work is 
inspired by everyday interactions between 
people and the objects around them,  
and she typically combines the visual, the 
tactile and the functional in her designs.

Stine Aas
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Studio Gorm was founded in 2007 by John 
Arndt and Wonhee Arndt. They design 
products, furniture, lighting, interiors and exhi-
bitions for a variety of international clients. 
Their designs are informed by their speculative 
academic research, which explores culture, 
history and technology and how objects and 
ideas evolve to fit the needs of modern life. 
While they work as designers of functional 
objects, Wonhee and John have backgrounds 
in sculpture and craft that strongly inform their 
work. Their methods are rooted in physical 
making, where objects evolve out of an exper-
imental constructive approach to design. Their 
products are simple, practical, thoughtful and 
approachable forms designed for everyday 
life. Studio Gorm is based in Eugene, Oregon, 
where Wonhee and John are both professors 
in the Product Design Department at the 
University of Oregon.

Studio Gorm

Wonhee Arndt and John Arndt
Eugene, OR
studiogorm.com
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Katrin Greiling is a furniture designer, 
interior architect and photographer based 
in Berlin. Since 2005 she’s developed 
products, furniture and interiors for a vast 
number of clients. Studio Greiling initially 
started in Stockholm and settled in Berlin 
in 2013 after years of exploring the world, 
including three years spent in the UAE. 
Greiling's trained eyes are observing 
and translating common proximities into 
functional objects and imagery, always 
including a playful and provoking dialogue 
with the user.

Studio Greiling

Berlin, Germany
studiogreiling.com



52 53

Studio Tolvanen is the design office of Mika  
and Julie Tolvanen. They design home 
products and contract furniture from their 
studio workshop on the island of Lauttasaari 
in Helsinki, Finland. Mika is a Finnish 
designer who started his own practice after 
graduating from Royal College of Art in  
2001. Julie is an American designer who  
started with a degree in architecture  
and worked 10 years as a custom woodwork- 
er before moving to Finland in 2009 to  
get a Master's in Furniture Design from Aalto  
University. Mika and Julie founded Studio 
Tolvanen in 2015. 

Studio Tolvanen

Mika Tolvanen and Julie Tolvanen
Helsinki, Finland
studiotolvanen.com
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Tom Bonamici is a designer and educator  
based in Eugene, Oregon. He's currently 
teaching product design at the University of 
Oregon and was most recently design direc-
tor for Best Made Company. Bonamici’s 
background includes Japanese-method tim-
ber frame building, soft goods design and a 
formal analysis of home-cooking practices.

Tom Bonamici

Eugene, OR
tombonamici.com
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Sverre Uhnger is a trained craftsman and 
educated designer from Bergen National 
Academy of Art and Design and Aalto 
University. Uhnger focuses on creating prod-
ucts that feel natural to the user and where 
the inherent qualities of the materials and 
the production techniques are emphasized. 
He is one of the three founding members 
of Klubben and works actively with exhibi-
tions, curating and consulting. Located in 
Oslo, Norway since 2011, Uhnger specializes 
in furniture and product design and has 
designed objects for Mitab (SE), Brdr. Krüger 
(DK) and Magnor (NO), among others.

Uhnger

Sverre Uhnger
Oslo, Norway
uhnger.no
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Vera & Kyte is a Scandinavian design studio 
based on Norway’s west coast, comprising 
Vera Kleppe and Åshild Kyte. The studio was 
established in 2013, shortly after the two 
graduated from the Department of Design 
at the University of Bergen. Since then their 
work has been exhibited, and acclaimed, 
internationally. Their work is characterized 
by an analytical approach and a shared 
enthusiasm for exploring new materials, 
methods and aesthetics. Driven by curiosity 
and passion, Vera & Kyte work within the 
fields of furniture, product and graphic design 
to create pieces that engage and excite. To 
them it is important to continue to develop, 
expand and push the boundaries of the 
Nordic design aesthetic. Through their work 
they have the luxury of building their own 
contemporary universe on top of this base.

Vera & Kyte

Vera Kleppe and Åshild Kyte
Bergen, Norway
vera-kyte.com



60 61

B
E

A
U

 T
R

A
V

A
IL

 T
O

O
L

B
O

X
A

lu
m

in
u

m
.

1
8

" 
×

 6
.5

" 
×

 1
1"

T
h

e
 B

e
a

u
 T

ra
va

il
 T

o
o

lb
o

x 
w

a
s 

d
e

si
g

n
e

d
 f

o
r 

th
o

se
 w

h
o

 n
e

e
d

 
a

 b
a

si
c
 t

o
 c

o
m

p
re

h
e

n
si

ve
 s

e
t 

o
f 

to
o

ls
 f

o
r 

va
ri

o
u

s 
p

ro
je

c
ts

 
a

n
d

 g
e

n
e

ra
l u

p
ke

e
p

 a
ro

u
n

d
 t

h
e 

h
o

m
e

. 
Ta

sk
s 

su
c

h
 a

s 
in

st
a

ll
-

in
g

 a
 s

h
e

lf
 o

r 
si

m
p

ly
 h

a
n

g
in

g
 

a
 p

ic
tu

re
 f

ra
m

e
 o

n
 t

h
e

 w
a

ll 
c

a
n

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 m
o

re
 c

h
a

ll
e

n
g

-
in

g
 t

h
a

n
 n

e
c

e
ss

a
ry

 if
 t

h
e

 t
o

o
ls

 
re

q
u

ir
e

d
 f

o
r 

th
e

 jo
b

 a
re

 n
o

t 
w

e
ll

-o
rg

a
n

iz
e

d
 in

 o
n

e
 e

a
sy

-t
o

-
fi

n
d

 d
e

st
in

a
ti

o
n

 (
ra

n
d

o
m

 n
a

il
s 

a
n

d
 s

c
re

w
s 

in
 m

a
so

n
 ja

rs
, 

a 
h

a
m

m
e

r 
h

id
d

e
n

 u
n

d
e

r 
th

e
 s

in
k

, 
a

 s
c

re
w

d
ri

ve
r 

w
it

h
 m

is
si

n
g

 
a

tt
a

c
h

m
e

n
ts

, 
fo

r 
e

xa
m

p
le

).
 B

e
a

u
 

Tr
a

va
il

, 
o

r 
"g

o
o

d
 w

o
rk

,"
 is

 a
 c

o
l -

o
rf

u
l s

o
lu

ti
o

n
 t

h
a

t 
e

n
c

o
u

ra
g

e
s 

ju
st

 t
h

a
t.

 I
t 

in
c

lu
d

e
s 

a
 la

rg
e

r 
c

o
m

p
a

rt
m

e
n

t 
a

n
d

 t
w

o
 r

e
m

o
v
-

a
b

le
 s

ta
c

k
in

g
 s

to
ra

g
e

 t
ra

y
s 

fo
r 

o
rg

a
n

iz
in

g
 s

m
a

ll
e

r 
to

o
ls

 a
n

d
 

h
a

rd
w

a
re

, 
a

n
d

 it
 c

a
n

 e
a

si
ly

 b
e 

d
is

p
la

ye
d

 o
n

 a
 s

h
e

lf
 if

 d
e

si
re

d
.

Montreal, Canada
zoemowat.com

Zoë Mowat operates Zoë Mowat Design, a 
studio in Montreal, Canada, that focuses  
on furniture and objects. Mowat’s approach 
is a sculptural and intuitive exploration  
of color, material, form and texture that is 
counterbalanced by a curiosity and desire 
to create functional objects that can be 
enjoyed and that can endure. 

Zoë Mowat 
Design
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P R E S E N T E D  B Y:

A D D I T I O N A L  S U P P O R T  P R O V I D E D  B Y:

P R O J E C T  M A D E  P O S S I B L E  B Y:

F U R N I S H I N G  U T O P I A

Furnishing Utopia’s grassroots 
mission is to engage audiences, 
including designer peers, in a 
conversation around Shaker values. 
The design collective (organized by 
Studio Gorm, Ladies & Gentlemen 
Studio and Christopher Specce) 
brings together a talented pool of 
international designers to immerse  
themselves by exploring, analyzing 
and reinterpreting traditional 
Shaker objects. The collective goal 
is to encourage a familiarity with 
Shaker craft that goes beyond 
aesthetics, instead dissecting  
design values to inspire and 
influence what surrounds us in 
contemporary life. 

www.shakerdesignproject.com
@furnishingutopia

D E S I G N  W I T H I N  R E A C H

Design Within Reach is a modern 
furniture company known for intro-
ducing great design to the public. 
Founded in 1998, the company has 
built a reputation on educating the 
consumer about design classics 
and 20th-century greats. In the 
20 years since its founding, DWR 
has become more than a home for 
midcentury design, investing in 
the future of the industry and the 
21st-century designers who will 
become design greats. DWR is 
proud to support Furnishing Utopia 
3.0: Hands to Work and provide a 
public platform for this exceptional 
group of designers who seek to 
encourage conversation about the 
items we surround ourselves with 
and their purpose in the world we 
want to create. 

www.dwr.com
@DesignWithinReach

N O R W E G I A N  C O N S U L AT E 
G E N E R A L  N E W  Y O R K

The oldest and largest of Norway’s 
consulates in the United States, 
the Consulate in New York works 
to promote Norwegian Culture 
(contemporary art, crafts, design, 
architecture, performing arts, 
literature, music and film) and 
Norwegian Businesses in New 
York. The Consulate supports the 
arts and culture arena in New York 
through visitor programs for press, 
curators and presenters within a 
wide range of cultural fields, in 
addition to facilitating for and pro-
viding financial support to projects 
taking place in the city. 

www.norway.no/en/usa/
@norwaynewyork

H A N C O C K  S H A K E R  V I L L A G E 

Hancock Shaker Village is a living 
history museum situated on 750 
acres in the Berkshires of western 
Massachusetts that has brought 
the Shaker story to life for more 
than 2 million visitors and scholars 
from the region and abroad. A 
National Historic Landmark, HSV 
includes 20 original buildings, a 
working farm with livestock and 
heirloom medicinal and produce 
gardens, a Discovery Barn provid-
ing hands-on activities and a fully 
accessible nature trail.

www.hancockshakervillage.org 
@hancockshakervillage

M O U N T  L E B A N O N  S H A K E R 
M U S E U M 

The Shaker Museum | Mount 
Lebanon was founded in 1950 as  
a public museum and holds the 

most comprehensive collection 
of Shaker materials in the United 
States. The Museum’s collection 
is housed in Old Chatham, New 
York, and is available for research 
by appointment. The Museum’s 
historic site is in New Lebanon, 
New York, and is open to the public 
for tours Friday, Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday, from mid-June to 
mid-October.

www.shakerml.org 
@shakermuseum 

E X H I B I T  O R G A N I Z E R S

Studio Gorm
Ladies & Gentlemen Studio
Christopher Specce

O V E R A L L  C R E AT I V E 
D I R E C T I O N

Ladies & Gentlemen Studio
www.ladiesandgentlemenstudio.com

P H O T O G R A P H Y

Charlie Schuck 
www.charlieschuck.com 

S T Y L I N G

Natasha Felker 
www.natashafelker.com/

P R I N T  M AT E R I A L  &  G R A P H I C S

Our Studio. 
www.ourstudio.nyc

I L L U S T R AT I O N

Millie Parkinson

PA R T I C I PA N T S :

Christopher Specce 
United States
www.christopherspecce.com

Daniel Castillo 
United States
www.daniel-castillo.com

Earnest Studio 
United States/Netherlands
www.earnestly.org

Fin 
United States
www.findesignshop.com

Gabriel Tan 
Singapore
www.gabriel-tan.com

Hallgeir Homstvedt 
Norway
www.hallgeirhomstvedt.com

Henry Julier 
United States
www.henryjulier.com

Jamie Wolfond 
Canada
www.jamiewolfond.com

Jonah Takagi 
United States
www.ateliertakagi.com

Katrin Greiling 
Germany
www.studiogreiling.com

Ladies & Gentlemen Studio 
United States
www.ladiesandgentlemenstudio.com

MSDS 
Canada
www.msds-studio.ca

Norm Architects 
Denmark
www.normcph.com

Observatory 
United States
www.observatorydesign.com

Office for Design 
United States/Sweden
www.officefordesign.se

Pat Kim 
United States
www.patkimdesign.com

Pete Oyler 
United States
www.peteoyler.com

Shigeki Fujishiro 
Japan
www.shigekifujishiro.com

Sophie Lou Jacobsen 
United States
www.sophieloujacobsen.com

Stine Aas 
Norway
www.stineaas.com

Studio Gorm 
United States
www.studiogorm.com

Studio Tolvanen 
Finland
www.studiotolvanen.com

Sverre Uhnger 
Norway
www.uhnger.no

Tom Bonamici 
United States
www.tombonamici.com

Vera and Kyte 
Norway
www.vera-kyte.com

Zoë Mowat 
Canada
www.zoemowat.com
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